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the conclusion. A single instance eliminating some antecedent
which existed in all the other cases, is of more value than the
greatest multitude of instances which are reckoned by their
number alone." Mill did not see, however, that our knowledge
of the instances is seldom complete, and that new instances, which
are not known to differ from the former in material respects, may
add, nevertheless, to the negative analogy, and that the multi-
plication of them may, for this reason, strengthen the evidence.
It is easy to see that his methods of Agreement and Difference
closely resemble Bacon's, and aim, like Bacon's, at the deter-
mination of the Positive and Negative Analogies. By allowing
for Plurality of Causes Mill advanced beyond Bacon. But he
was pursuing the same line of thought which alike led to Bacon's
rules and has been developed in the chapters of this book.
Like Bacon, however, he exaggerated the precision with which
his canons of inquiry could be used in practice.
6. No more need be said respecting method and analysis.
But in both writers the exposition of method is closely inter-
mingled with attempts to justify it. There is nothing in Bacon
which at all corresponds to Mill's appeals to Causation or to the
Uniformity of Nature, and, when they seek for the ground of
induction, there is much that is peculiar to each writer. It is
my purpose, however, to consider in this place the details common
to both, which seem to me to be important and which exemplify
the only line of investigation which seems likely to be fruitful;
and I shall pursue no further, therefore, their numerous points
of difference.
The attempt, which I have made to justify the initial prob-
ability which Analogy seems to supply, primarily depends upon
a certain limitation of independent variety and upon the deriva-
tion of all the properties of any given object from a limited
number of primary characters. In the same way I have supposed
that the number of primary characters which are capable of
producing a given property is also limited. And I have argued
that it is not easy to see how a finite probability is to be obtained
unless we have in each case some such limitation in the number
of the ultimate alternatives.
It was in a manner which bears fundamental resemblances
to this that Bacon endeavoured to demonstrate the cogency of
ids method. He considers, he says, " the simple forms or differ-